and 25 females. During the same five-year period, 717 cases of acute appendicitis under the age of thirteen years were admitted to the unit.
In this group, the ratio of males to females was 5 to 3.
TYPE OF APPENDICITIS.
Simple acute appendicitis (with or without free fluid in the peritoneal cavity). The Results. There were live deaths in the series, a mortality of six per cent (Fig. 1) . All deaths occurred within eighteen hours of admission to hospital. The fatal cases all suffered from diffuse peritonitis with overwhelming toxaemia and four of them had been ill for three days before admission (Table 1) . DISCUSSION. Iii the comparatively short time which has elapsed since appendicitis was first described as a clinical entity (Fitz, 1886) 
